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their lives are only reactions to external stimuli. 

African-American Islamic expressions have maintained the 
Islamic notions of social justice, absolute faith in the one God, and 
willingness to assert Islam in the face of all odds—even against the 
American government and its armies. This statement is not 
absolute, however, as individual African-American Muslim leaders 
have sometimes lead their communities to survival by inclusion, 
foreswearing Islamic notions. But the majority of the early com- 
munities clearly interpreted their being Muslim as the only priori- 
ty, followed by the need to organize around a de facto ‘asabiya. 
‘They apparently felt more secure in Islam against racism than in 
any other social arrangement. We may never know how Noble 
Drew Ali came to Islam. There is no documented story about Ali’s 
introduction to Islam, even though there are stories about his 
presence in the court of the Queen of England, where he was 
allegedly awarded the title, Noble. He then reported went to 
Arabia to the court of King Ibn Saud who, community members 
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believe, gave him permission to write the Circle Seven Koran. 
Researchers on this community have found no documented evi- 
dence of these events. Whatever the origin of his Islamic expression, 
Noble Drew Ali's simple assertion that a person must have a 
nationality led many to his doors. Elijah Muhammad, on the other 
hand, had a documented beginning with Islam through Noble 
Drew Ali and W. Fard Muhammad. Discrepancies arise as to what 
this man’s name really was, where he was from, and even if he was 
really Muslim, but that he had knowledge of Islam was undisputed. 
That the Nation of Islam is a committed group of believers in a 
community that continues to grow is also documentable, The ini- 
tial encounters of other early community leaders with Islam, 
though undocumented, were evidently through meetings with 
Noble Drew Ali, Eliiah Muhammad, or Muslims who had 
immigrated. 

For African-American, the viability of Islam as a worldview 
hinged largely on its primary emphasis on social justice, and its 
ability to provide African-Americans with an historical identity 
independent of slavery. Noble Drew Ali endeavored and succeeded 
in giving his community an identifiable history, a worldview that 
provided God-ordained principles of morality, and a physical place 
of ancestry. For an ex-slave population, this provided important 
social and spiritual support. One could argue that the notion 
of prophethood ascribed to Ali was part of the general climate of 
evangelical Protestant Christianity—or one could say that anyone 
who did the things he did deserved the title. An examination of the 
social landscape of the time reveals an America brewing with ethnic 
groups proud of their heritages, Having been deprived of the major 
aspects of culture, African-Africans struggled to establish them- 
selves in all their diversity as a people, to fight racism and its vio- 
lence, and to decide the nature of their relationship with their for- 
mer legal masters. This was an enormous task, since many whites 
still acted in accordance with the Dred Scott decision of 1857, 
which asserted that “the fundamental question facing the Court . . . 
was whether Scott as a black could become part of the people.” The 
answer of Chief Justice Taney to this question was clear: 
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They [the blacks} had for more than a 
century before [the Revolution} been 
regarded as beings of an inferior 
‘order, and altogether unfit to associ~ 
ate with the white race, either in 
social of political relations; and so far 
inferior, that they had no rights which 
the white man was bound to respect; 
and that the negro might justly and 
lawfully be reduced to slavery for his 
benefit, He was bought and sold, and 
treated as an ordinary article of mer- 
chandise and traffic, whenever a prof- 
it could be made by it? 


In the first decades of the twentieth century, Americans of 
African descent lived their lives under legal segregation, and were 
denied voting rights and the right to life. The need to establish a 
viable culture was clear. In this context, Islam provided African- 
Americans with a worldview that contained notions of God's Will 
and a complete “self-help” program. The Muslim's faith depends 
solely on his efforts—there are no intercessors. Islam demands that 
the Muslim stand for what is right and forbid, uncompromisingly, 
what is wrong. It commands that the Muslim act as a believer on all 
occasions and that he/she not rest until there is social justice. 
‘The leaders of the first African-American Muslim communities all 
promote an unyielding Islam. The enemy is identified, the lack of 
social justice is targeted, and the need to organize the community 
against any obstacle is emphasized. 

With as little as fifty years of a concrete Islamic presence, the 
communities in the second half of the twentieth century show the 
full range of possible historical Islamic expressions. There are those 
with special messengers and prophets—the Moorish Science 
Temple, three distinct Nations of Islam, the Ahmadiyyah 
Movement in Islam, the Nation of Gods and Earths—as well as 
those organized around specific legal philosophies—Darul Islam, 
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the Islamic Party, Jamil Al-Amin’s communi , the First 
Pittsburgh Mosque, the Islamic Mission to America, and the 
Ansaruallah. There are also those whose continuing evolution in 
Islamic thought is toward an American Muslim school of 
thought—such as Warithudeen Muhammad's communities—and 
those who have grasped the more ethical and spiritual dimensions 
of Islam—in tariqa such as Naqshabandiyyah and Tijaniyyah, 

‘As I have emphasized throughout this work, the tension between 
‘asabiya and ummah is a persistent issue for contemporary com: 
munities. Many communities have kept their nation-building focus 
and minimized their contact with the ummah. As knowledge of the 
Muslim world grows, encounters with paternalism and racism grow. 
One hallmark of Muslim community in the contemporary world is 
its claim to uphold the Quranic exhortation to the brotherhood of 
believers and the equality of the believers before Allah, with piety as 
the only distinguishing mark of superiority. 

Diversity and multiculturalism have always been a part of Islam. 
While Muslims have always existed as ethnic groups, they have 
always fought assumptions of ethnic superiority. Saudi Arabs have 
asserted claims of superiority because they are the guardians of the 
Kaba. Some Arabs have sought to align countries based on their 
Arab ethnic solidarity. The list could go on and on, The major edu- 
cation centers in Saudi Arabia and Egypt have housed the best 
potential scholars from the Muslim world; colonialism has made 
sure that race is an issue that abounds in cach society, as black 
African Muslims can attest. In America, where these nationals are 
in a kind of Muslim melting pot, the tensions are heightened. 

‘There has emerged a distinct division between the Pakistani, the 
Indian, Arabian, and African-American communities which can be 
seen clearly in publications, organizational structures, and at social 
gatherings. The predominant group of native-born Muslims, 

African-Americans, is rarely if ever consulted in da'wah efforts. The 
impression is made that Islam only comes with the successive waves 
‘of Muslim immigrants. This division is also observable in the lack 
of partnerships between immigrants and African-Americans. It has 
also been postulated that, for immigrants, there is a monolithic 
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Islam in the Muslim world which is normative and the real experi- 
ences of African-American Muslims should be rejected; instead 
they should aspire to effect something called “orthodox” Islam. 
This assertion continues in some quarters of the Muslim commu- 
nity as a stimulus to divisiveness, Yet as non-Muslim writers from 
the West uncover the experiences of Muslims in the Muslim world 
and all their expressions, African-American Muslims see that their 
expressions and reactions to living in America have currency, 
precedence, and counterparts in the history and traditions of Islam, 
Conversely, the behavior of some members of the immigrant 
community is seen by African-Americans as having its counterpart: 
the behavior of imperialists and colonizers. The distressing aspect 
of that observation is that, in America, one is free to express deeply 
felt feelings and ns, especially those which emerge out of a 
deeply ingrained worldview. Yet, in this context, immigrant 
‘Muslims are observed simultaneously expressing an idealized and 
romanticized Islam. And it is an Islam which belies the slide of 
some Muslim communities into tribalism, social apathy, and paral- 
ysis. Interactions are strained between African American Muslim 
communities, between African American and immigrant commu- 
nities, and between the general Islamic presence and American 
Christianity and Judaism, These layers of tension have not evolved 
into unrestrained hostilities, but have increased significantly 
despite efforts by some communities for dialogue. The feelings on 
the part of many African American Muslims is that the Dred Scott 
Decision is still in effect, and is affecting relations between their 
communities and other groups. 

In addition to these general tensions, contemporary African- 
American Muslims are confronted with mounting concerns about 
family, the law, education, and the workplace. Muslims are begin- 
ning to feel the tensions present in the general society, but have not 
organized themselves to make an impact. For the most part the 
communities have been insular, without participation in society on 
any large scale. The one exception to this is the Nation of Islam 
under Louis Farrakhan. This is the first community to participate 
in any meaningful way in an AIDS project, and one of only a few to 
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provide security for areas plagued with crime and drugs. Family 
disintegration is also beginning to affect Muslims at almost 
the same rate as in the general population. The added effects of 
polygyny, and a suspiciousness towards the courts with regard to 
alimony and child custody in Muslim communities, are just begin- 
ning to break into the open. 

Since the immigrant communities prefer to keep their private 
schools separate, African American Muslims are struggling to build 
schools and keep them running and to find qualified teachers. 
Efforts in this area are expanding, and there are some notable 
schools in Atlanta and Los Angeles. As the education crisis esca~ 
lates, Muslims are turning to overseas options and home schooling. 
‘The issue of the law is an ongoing problem in the general African- 
American community and affects Muslims proportionately, 
Muslim communities have not set up halfway houses to assist in the 
rehabilitation of Muslim ex-prisoners, nor have the communities 
provided any sustained instruction for inmates (with the exception 
of the Nation of Islam and a small community in New York). 

The issues of the workplace and politics are frequently discussed. 
Some communities eschew any collaboration with the political 
machine of America, and thus forego the possibility of the kind of 
participation that would permit lobbying for holidays and recogni- 
tion as a potential mass of voters. But politicians have not let their 
numbers go uncounted and have made efforts to convince some 
communities otherwise. As African American Muslims continue to 
champion the rights of Muslims overseas, perhaps some of the neg- 
ative attitudes about the political system will change. On the other 
hand, reporting in the media that encourages anti-Muslim senti- 
ments may bring about the opposite result, 

While I know that the reader is waiting for some concluding 
remarks about Muslim women, I will instead take the opportunity 
to open a conversation on the status of Muslim men, (Since the 
topic is always Muslim women, | decided to give the men a chance.) 
Many of the Muslim men I spoke to about community, the work- 
place, education, and family had a lot to say. They see a struggle to 
establish Islam in this country. While they know that Muslims are 
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encouraged to emigrate to Muslim lands, they also know that there 
is no garden there either. They were torn over many important 
issues, They did not want to “sell” Islam down the drain in the 
attempt to make Islam palatable to Christian America or to the 
Jewish community. What they did seem to suggest was relation- 
ships of respect and cooperation with other groups on issues that 
negatively affected the whole of America—such as gangs, drugs, 
and violence. 

Many men are quite upset at the paternalistic attitudes of for- 
eign Muslims, and had resolved to keep their relationships with 
them on a “prayer level.” They also appeared agitated that racism 
had been exported everywhere, and in such ways that they had no 
control over how African American Islam was represented, 
‘The men I talked to were just as upset over the way they were being 
depicted as oppressors of women. These men asserted that some 
women had choices that they did not exercise, while others were 
oppressed and complicitous in the situation. Leaders in some 
communities were adamant about eradicating any oppression of 
women, and had begun to talk about the situation in the 
Friday Khutbah. 

When asked about the future of the Muslim community, all of the 
men expressed a desite for unity among the Muslims, a sigh at the 
apparent lack of a significantly supported leadership, and a heartfelt 
commitment to making an American Islam. The issues around unity 
are complex because of the diversity, but the men seemed intent 
upon finding ways—or I should say events—around which they can 
open dialogue. Leadership has the same problems because of the 
diversity of thought. Imams Jamil Al-Amin and Warithudeen 
Muhammad have some support, but not nearly enough for one to 
‘emerge clearly as a spokesman for all of African American Islam. The 
Honorable Louis Farrakhan is still in the process of evolution with 
regard to Islam, and while he is surely the most outspoken voice for 
the sentiments of many African Americans and African American 
Muslims, he is not the generally recognized spokesman that many 
Americans take him to be, Where and if one spokesman emerges will 
only be determined by future events. 
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In closing, I would like to emphasize that the amount of research 
that could be done any one of the communities examined in this 
text is enormous, as is the research that could go forward on their 
positions in Islamic history. My intention, again, is to open a con- 
versation and, inshallah, I have done that. 
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The following materials on the 
“Purposes and Objectives” of the 
Midwest Muslim Women’s 
Association and the “Conditions of 
Bas'at” in the Ahmadiyyat Movement 
in Islam supplement discussions in 
previous chapters, and are intended 
to provide the reader with a further 
glimpse into comtemporary Islamic 
life in America. 
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6, We declare that in order to help facilitate our coor- 
dination and unity, we will always elect one from 
among us who will be our Imam, An Imam will 
remain our representative as long as the Majlis 
Shura of the Federation agree that he should. The 
Majlis Shura (Executive Council) shall consist of the 
Imams of each affiliate community. 


™ 


‘We declare that each and every adult Muslim of this 
Federation has the right to express himself on any 
aspect of his Federation. 


Signed originally by: 

Imam Dawud ibn Ahmad Salahuddin 
Al-Jamaat Al-Muslimoon, Chicago, Il. 
Iman Yusuf Muzaffaruddin Hamid 
Masijid-Ul-Ummah, Washington, D.C, 


Amir Abdur-Rahim Shaheed 
‘The Islamic Center, Pittsburgh, Pa, 


Date: Zul-Qi'dah 14, 1391 
January 1, 1972 
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Arsh 344] 4) 
<3) ) 
sheet — eae MASJID UL-UMMAH_ 
S echeseileeenpial THE COMMUNITY MOSQUE 


14.Shatban 1390 


Dear Brother: 

By the Mercy of Allah, the movement for Islamic renewal 
and revival is creating a mighty response throughout the 
American continent as well as the world. Masjid ul-Ummah is an 
active participant in this Islamic cause and has been successful in 
assuming a useful role of suggestion, support, and assistance to 
the Islamic community in America. A few months ago, the Imam 
of our Community Mosque had occasion to set forth in detail the 
aims and objectives that guide our work. There are presented 
below. 

AMIR OF INFORMATION 


CLARIFICATION OF GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 


1. OBJECTIVES 


A. To bring about conscious Muslims: Muslims comprising a commu- 
nity of people who serve Allah willingly after deciding that His Way 
is the only way. 

B, To have their hands joined with all Muslim hands in order to bring 
about an Islamic State. 


IL MASJID UL-UMMAH 


A. The mosque serves to create a base of operations for foundations of 
an Islamic Community. 

B. Ahi ul-Islam (The Islamic People) means those men, women, chil- 
dren, families, of young and old, etc., who believe in the Kalima of 
Islam: The Muslims. 
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C. Masjid ul Umma wl create mechanisms to start serving the needs of 
their people in an Islamic fashion. 


(1) Administration. 
a. The Imam functions with an Amirate which is com- 
promised of practical branches, such as; Amir of 
Health and Welfare, Amir of Information, Amir of 
Finance, and as the need develops, Amir of Defense 
and Amir of Education, which branches are directl)y 

under the Imam's guidance. 


b. The Amirate, from its direct contact with the 
‘Community and from consultation with the Imam, 
must be creative in bringing about the programs 10 
serve the practical needs of the Community. 


¢. The Amirate should be the mechanism for redressing 
the grievances of the masses and for keeping them 
progressive. 


. The Majlis Shura (Advisory Council to the Imam) 
means those elected representatives of the 
Community whose main purpose is to act as an 
advisory council to all major community policy 
decisions of the Imam, and whenever he feels it nec- 
‘essary to convene it. The Majlis Shura may also act 
as the Community court bench with the Imam, until 
establishment of a judiciary within the Community. 


(2) Creation of a force of Brothers instrumental in spreading Islam and 
widening Community frontiers (Ikhwan ul-Islamiyun), 


a. The [khwan ul-Islamiyun is the fard kifaya of the gen- 
eral community (AhI ul-Islam), 
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b. Ikhawan ul-Islamiyun represents those brothers in 
the general community who sacrifice the time and 
energy deemed necessary to see to it that Ahi ul- 
{slam always remain on a progressive Islamic frame. 


¢. Bringing about the Ikhwan ul-Islamiyun is the most 


difficult aspect of community development, repre- 
senting the Force of Islam, the Islamic Movement. 


II, ISLAMIC MOVEMENT 


A. An Islamic Movement is built by long and patient development; it is 
‘not a spontaneous thing. 


B. “The Arabs of the desert say they have believed. 
have submitted, but as a whole they are not 
sary sacrifices to become Ikhwan ul-Islamiyan. 


(49:14) Ahl ul-Islam 
to make the neces- 


(1) To bring about :khvwan ul-Isamiyan. the simplicity of Islam should be 
stressed, 
4. It must be shown that the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 
always spoke in a simple way; he never used highly 
philosophical phrases, 


b. The masses should not be carried so deeply into 
Islam philosophically, s0 as to become confused. 


(2) The Ikhwan must have special educational training, but distinguished 
from mere intellectual studies. 


a. They must have similar material for group studies. 


b. They must couple their practical field work with their 
studies. 


181 


African American Islam 


€. They must understand that change does not come 
from intellectuals sitting in chairs with books in 
hand, though they must understand the necessity for 
the book and how and when to use it, because not 
only was the Prophet (PBUH) unlettered according 
to the standard of his day, but the first revelation 
was “Iqraa!” 


4. They must always try to keep theoretical and practi- 
cal things apart. 


¢. They must live a full, ative, responsible life in all 
fields. 


f. It is important to concentrate on the many problems 
of living in the U.S. in the light of Qur'an and 
Sunnah, for we must be able to show Muslims in the 
U.S, how to live in the U.S. and at the same time 
maintain a good Muslim life. 


& There must be simple beginnings. A well-organized, 
disciplined group can grow with time into a power- 
ful force. 


h. They must establish practical relations with all 
Islamic forces and organizations in the world, be 
they national or international. 


IV. MEANS. 


‘A. With respect to finances, the Community wants to exist primarily from 
the sacrifices of the individuals concerned. Levoca 


Pei ne pel essere OF pay Sneak ate tee Wee es eared 
from a no-strings-attached source, national or international, 
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C. We can project establishment of bookstores and 
other Community businesses. 


D. The character of the Community must be molded by 
the Qur'an; it should house everything the Qur'an 
has allowed and approved. 


() 


Q) 


(3) 


It must be concerned with basic ibadat, moral 
ity, education, the family system, means of liveli 
hood, etc. 


Its whole tenor should be Islamic, without lop- 

sided specialization in just certain disciplines 

causing the Community to assume the charac- 

ter of an army, of group of saints, or political 
< 


‘Masjid ul-Ummah is not on the defensive with 
an objective of stopping all un-Islamic groups, 
its objective is to positively work for Islam and 
to deal with any opposition as it arises, and as 
the circumstances require. 


E. The character of the Community must not be reac- 
tionary. It must be able to speak objectively and 
work for Islam, dealing with the negatives as they 


arise. 


F. The Community must shun isolationism and recog- 
nize the necessity of international contacts and the 
benefits deriving therefrom, such as migration, kaj), 
special training in Islamic disciplines, protection 
from un-Islamic forces, current literature on inter- 
national Islamic affairs. 
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V. INVOLVEMENT IN THE OUTER (NON-MUSLIM) COMMUNITY 


A. The purpose of projects directed to the outer community as this stage 
of pinisatehe: should be to awaken awareness of Islam there, by 
purely Islamic methods and without overextending ourselves. 


B. The primary concern now is to strengthen our own ranks. For the 
information of the outer community there are various projects such 
as the Sunday lectures (Islam in Africa, The Islamic Process of 
Revolution, Islam and Slavery, etc.) which hit on the core needs of 
this community, book projects and College campus lectures, 

. Our efforts must go proportionately and with a full view of our imme- 
diate priorities. 


VI. CORPORATION 
A, The incorporated entity, The Community Mosque, Inc., serves as a 
legal mechanism that can be used by the Community to further the 
objectives of the Community in specific areas that are not in them- 
selves un-Islamic, such as: 
(1) Acquiring property. With this mechanism, 
property can be acquired. 
(2) ‘The tax-exempted status means saving money. 


(3) The corporation can be used as a legal mecha- 
nism to bring about the establishment of 
Islamic schools, hospitals, ete. 
VIL TACTICS 


We live in an age of Jahiiyah and immorality comparable to that of 
7th century Arabia.We have no better example of proper tactics for 


Scteuss wines Dak et eoteieag ine eames 
‘The early emphasis of the Holy Prophet was on Muslim education and 
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personal sacrifice for the cause of Allah. He did not start out with a 
band of political revolutionaries. After the Muslim Ummah became 

trong and powerful as a result of following the Straight Way of Allah, 
dnd beng ba fist upon strong educational and word foendaon 


“The guidance of Allah is the only guidance.” (II: 120). The 
Islamic Community can progress and develop and produce 
Brothers who exemplify the Force of Islam only by following the 
Way of Allah as outlined in the Holy Qur'an and in the life of His 
Holy Prophet (PBUH). Any other approaches, even if they appear 
for a time to be successful, and however rational, are man-made 
and will not receive the blessings of Allah. We are safe only in the 
hand of Allah and there is no Wisdom greater than His. Islam is His 
religion and the duty of Muslims is not to direct Allah, but to sub- 
mit to the Way He has outlined for getting things done. If we do 
not submit to the guidance of Allah we will surely be of those who 
go astray. 

IMAM 
17 safar 1390 


tL. 


mh. 


IV. 


Vi. 
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Conditions of Bai’at (Initiation) 
‘Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam 
By 


Hazarat Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian 
‘The Promised Messiah and Mahdi (peace be upon him) 


. The initiate shall solemnly promise that he/she shall 


abstain from Shirk (association of any partner with 
God) right up to the day of his/her death. 


That he/she shall keep grey fe from Ne fornica- 
tion, adult 

pation, cru ty, enor and rebellions and 
will not permit himself/ eek oe be carried away by 
passions, 


That he/she shall sleet 
: setene cis of God ang the 


accordance with the commandments of 


Holy Prophet; and shall try his/her best to be regular in 
ntecias the Tahajud d ine: daw nascar 
on the 


Brome tl hat ihe aay paral ne jer daily shine 
to Ek forgiveness for his/her sins, to remember the 
bounties of god and to praise and glorify Him. 


That under the impulse of any passions, he/she shall 
cause no harm whatsoever to the creatures of Allah in 
general, and Muslims in ieee nae by his/her 
tongue nor by his/her hands not by any other means. 


. That he/she shall remain faithful to God in all circum- 


stances of life, in sorrow and happiness, adversity and 
Prosperity, in oat 4 trials and shall in all condi- 
tions remain resi of Allah and 

himself/herself re ready to tac all kinds of indignities anc 


in 
at atthe oleh et any misfortune; on the contrary, 
he/she shall march forward. 


That he/she shall refrain jeeicerl followi eae 
customs and lustful inclinations and hall cons 

submit himself/herself to fies Suna of the the | Holy 
Quaran [sic]; 
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ele erent 
lol et 
He Prop! ¢ guiding principles in every walk of 


. That he/she shall ote sive up pride and vanity and 
shall pass all hsi/her in lowliness, humbleness, cheer- 
fulness, forbearance and meekness. 


‘That he/she shall hold faith, the honor of faith, and the 
cause of Islam dearer to him/her than his/her life, 
wealth, honor, children and all other dear ones. 


- That he/she shall keep himself/herself occupied in the 


service of God's creatures, for His sake only; and shall 
endeavor to benefit mankind to the best of his/her 
jiven abilities and powers. 


. That he/she shall enter into a bond of brotherhood 


with this humble servant of God, pledging obedience 
to me in ¢ jing good, for the sake of Allah, and 
remain faithful to it till the day of his/her death; that 
he/she shall exert such a high devotion in the obser- 
vance of this bond as is not to be found in any other 
worldly relationship and connections demanding 
devoted. dutifulness, 


—Translation from Isherhar Takmeel-e-Tabligh, 12 January 1889 
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AEE HS 6% PLS 


INITIATION FORM 
Hazrat Amerul Momineen Mirza Tahir Ahmad 
lifatul Masih IV 
(May Allah strengthen your hand) 


Assalarmu Alaikum Wa Rahmatullahe Wa Barakatuhoo 


T have studied and I wholeheartedly accept the “Conditions of 
Baikt (Initiation), “hereby submit the following initiation form, 
duly completed, and request Huzoor to kindly accept my pledge of 
initiation, 


Ui Gioia Ud sie oe 


1 bear witness that Allah alone is to be worshipped. He ts One having no 
partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is the Servant and 
Messenger of Allah 


peer pesbre Masten eo tisere Ire r i) 


1 bear witness that Allah alone is to be worshipped. He is One having no 
partner, and I bear witness that Muhammad is the Servant and 
‘Messenger of Allah 


Src BID ce dite seat 


Thereby pledge my initiation at the hand of Hazrat Mirza Tahir 
Ahmad and enter the Ahmadiyya Movement in Islam. I seek for- 
giveness from Allah of all my past sins and will do my utmost to 
guard myself against all kinds of sins in future. I will not associate 
anyone with Allah. I will not entertain ill will. 1 will not indulge in 
backbiting. I will not cause sufferings to anyone, I will give 
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precedence to my faith over all wordly objects. I will constantly 
endeavour to abide by all the Commands of Islam. 1 will try my 
utmost ot read, listen to, recite and narrate the Holy Quran, 
Sayings of the Holy Prophet (may peace and blessings of Allah be 
upon him) and the books of the Promised Messiah (peace be on 
him). I will obey you in everything good that you will tell me. I will 
always have firm faith in the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace and 
blessings of Allah be upon him) as Khatamun Nabiyyeen—the Seal 
of the Prophets, and will believe in all the claims of the Promised 
Messiah (on him be peace). 


Dre SU Is odie sei 
1 beg pardon from Allah, my Lord, from all my sins and turn to Him, 


eSB nde pei 


beg pardon from Allah, my Lord, from all my sins and turn to Him, 


SDD BID tn greet 
Teg pardon from Allah, my Lord, from all my sins and turn to Him. 


BO) DoE ie ee LO Be A oe th jg 


Omy Lord, My Allah, I wronged my soul and I confess all my sins; pray for- 
give my sins, for there is none else except Thee to forgive. Ameen! 
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Midwest Muslim Women’s Association 
Purpose and Objectives 


1448 East 52nd Street, Suite 204 
Chicago, IL 60615, 


‘The purpose of the organization shall be to exemplify the 
model women in this society based on the Holy Quran and the 
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). To address the con~ 
cerns of Muslim women by providing a local, state, and 
regional platform for sharing information, leadership skills, 
and resources. To build a comprehensive state and regional 
network for Muslim women and to conduct conferences and 
seminars governing issues of concern for Muslim women in 
America. NOTE: The concerns of Muslim women should be 
the concerns of all right-minded women. The organizational 
leadership should consist of Muslim women, but the organiza- 
tion is open to all women, 


OBJECTIVES 


We accept Allah as the sole sovereign of our bodies, our minds, 
our souls, our lives, and of the universe. Our objectives are: 


1. To be guided by the Que‘an and Hadith of the 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in all our efforts. 


2. To exist from the outset and thereafter as an 
independent organization and not as a sub- 
grouping of any other organization, group, or 
body whether on this continent or elsewhere. 
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3, To be committed to the belief in and practice of basic 
equality among all human beings. 


4. To acknowledge and support elements and practices 
of North American society compatible with Islamic 
values. 


5. To cooperate with individuals, organizations, institu- 
tions, etc. 

6. To focus primarily on Muslim females in North 
America and their needs. 


7. To work for the preservation of the basic human 
rights and dignity of Muslim females and all others. 


8, To help Muslim females realize their full potential. 
9. To review and research all Islamic “knowledge” con- 


cerning Muslim wome ntity, rights, and 
lities. 


10. To improve the knowledge of Muslim females in all 
areas of their lives. 


11. To be mutually supportive of each other in our fami- 
lyand work roles. 


12. To celebrate the advances of each one of us as an 
additive to all. 


13. To identify and utilize Muslim female expertise. 


14. To teach and encourage the practice af female-male 
relations based on the Qur'an and Hadith. 
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Midwest Muslim Women’s Association 
Purpose and Objectives 


1448 East 52nd Street, Suite 204 
Chicago, IL 60615, 


‘The purpose of the organization shall be to exemplify the 
model women in this society based on the Holy Quran and the 
Sunnah of Prophet Muhammad (pbuh). To address the con~ 
cerns of Muslim women by providing a local, state, and 
regional platform for sharing information, leadership skills, 
and resources. To build a comprehensive state and regional 
network for Muslim women and to conduct conferences and 
seminars governing issues of concern for Muslim women in 
America. NOTE: The concerns of Muslim women should be 
the concerns of all right-minded women. The organizational 
leadership should consist of Muslim women, but the organiza- 
tion is open to all women, 


OBJECTIVES 


We accept Allah as the sole sovereign of our bodies, our minds, 
our souls, our lives, and of the universe. Our objectives are: 


1. To be guided by the Que‘an and Hadith of the 
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) in all our efforts. 


2. To exist from the outset and thereafter as an 
independent organization and not as a sub- 
grouping of any other organization, group, or 
body whether on this continent or elsewhere. 
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3, To be committed to the belief in and practice of basic 
equality among all human beings. 


4. To acknowledge and support elements and practices 
of North American society compatible with Islamic 
values. 


5. To cooperate with individuals, organizations, institu- 
tions, etc. 

6. To focus primarily on Muslim females in North 
America and their needs. 


7. To work for the preservation of the basic human 
rights and dignity of Muslim females and all others. 


8, To help Muslim females realize their full potential. 
9. To review and research all Islamic “knowledge” con- 


cerning Muslim wome ntity, rights, and 
lities. 


10. To improve the knowledge of Muslim females in all 
areas of their lives. 


11. To be mutually supportive of each other in our fami- 
lyand work roles. 


12. To celebrate the advances of each one of us as an 
additive to all. 


13. To identify and utilize Muslim female expertise. 


14. To teach and encourage the practice af female-male 
relations based on the Qur'an and Hadith. 
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Adab Discipline of the mind and good qualities of mind and 
soul. Good manners, politeness. 


Afrocentricity The worldview from the perspective of the cul- 
ture, beliefs, and tradition of the “African” culture. 


Allah The Arabic name for the Supreme Being. 


Akeeka The ceremony of naming a baby, clipping its hair seven 
days after the Muslim child's birth. 

‘Asabiya “Solidarity.” “group feeling,” “group consciousness.” A 
party or company of traditionally ten to forty men who league 
together to defend one another against hostile conduct. 


Bai‘at A pledge of allegiance to a Muslim leader in which the 
pledgemaker voluntarily and advisedly makes his/her resources, 
time, finances and talents available to an Islamic leader or sheikh. 

Chitiasm Belief in the coming of the millennium (the last thou- 
sand years). 


Dawah Facilitating people's understanding of Islam by various- 


African American Islam 


means—e.g. example, speech, persuasive argument, practicing 
‘adab in one’s everyday life, etc. 


Darul Harb The world or those societies and governments in 
the world which are in opposition to Islam. The opposite of Darul 
Islam. 


Deen The religion of El-Islam. 

Dhikr “Remembering” God. A form of spiritual discipline. 

Dunya The world operating outside of the rules and laws of 
Islam. 


Eid al-Adha Arabic for the commemoration of Prophet 
Abraham's effort to sacrifice his only son Ismail, in compliance 
with what he understood the command of Allah to be. During this 
observance, each adul-Muslim lef must “ritually sacrifice” an 
animal, a chicken, lamb, cow or camel. 

Ethnicity The racial and cultural origins of a person or people. 


Fasting Refraining from speech, actions and behaviors as pro- 
scribed by Allah—eg., as when Muslims refrain from drink, food, 
vanity, and intimacy with one’s spouse from before sunrise to sun- 
set during the month of Ramadan. 


Fatwa A learned legal opinion given by a jurist. 


Figh The law itself, Islamic jurisprudence based on the Qur'an 
and the traditions of Muhammad and the wisdom of a jurist, 


Ethnicity The racial and cultural origins of a person or a people. 


Fasting Holding oneself back from speech actions and behhe 
Quran and the traditions of Muhammad; Jurisprudence. 


Hadith “reports” traditions of the Prophet Muhammad which 
are considered as a source of the Shariah, contingent on it’s confor- 
mity with the Quran. 


Hadramawt A province or city on the coast of the Arabian 
peninsula. 


Hajj Arabic for the pilgrimage of Muslims to Mecca and its envi- 
rons. 


The Hostage Crisis Refers to the taking of officials of the 
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‘American Embassy in Iran as hostages for 444 days beginning in 
1979 during President Carter's Administration, by Iranian students, 
to protest the United States embassy’s being used to spy on the 
country for the apparent purpose of defeating or subverting the 
Islamic government, in complicity with the Shah of Iran. The spe- 
cific action of the hostage taking was a response to President 
Carter's granting of asylum to the Shah of Iran and Carter's later 
refusal to hand over the Shah to the new government in Iran to 
answer for human rights violations against the Iranian people. 


Imam The leader of Islamic prayers, and in America the leader 
of the community, 


Islam “Submission,” “surrender.” The Muslim religion; a 
monotheistic religion in which the supreme deity is Allah and the 
prophet is Muhammad ibn Abdullah, 


Islamic law The Shari'ah; the code of laws and rules governing 
the life and behavior of Muslims; although not a single book. 


Islamic Having the characteristic of the traditions, ritual, and 
thought of those who call themselves “Muslim.” 


Islamicity The degree or extent to which a thing, concept, or 
person exhibits the character or signs of Islam's influence or effect. 


Islamicization The rendering of a thing or concept under the 
influence or with the imprimatur of the Islamic worldview, 


Jahiliyyah A time characterized by the supremacy of irrationali- 
ty and ignorance over revelation and revelation-based reasoning. A 
term referring to a description of Arabia before the advent of the 
Prophet Muhammad. Any period of time, before or after the life of 
Muhammad, so cl c 


Jama’at Organizations of persons who travel to an area for the 
purposes of performing daw'ah among nonpracticing Muslims, 
or espousing a political view perceived to be in the (emergency) 
best interests of the ummah, or propagating Islam amongst non- 
Muslims. 

Janaazah; The process of covering the dead body; the ritual 
washing of the deceased, and his or her burial and internment in 
accordance with Islamic tradition. 
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Jihad “Striving,” “exertion.” The struggle to be excellent in every 
endeavor a Muslim attempts or finds him/herself in; war in defense 
of Islam, 


Jumah Congregational Islamic prayers performed on Fridays 
beginning after the sun passes its zenith, 

Ka’aba The cube-shaped structure in the city of Mecca con- 
structed by the Prophet Adam and later reconstructed by the 


Prophet Abraham and his son, around which Muslims perform the 
rituals of hajj, at least once in their lives. 


Khutbah The Quranic reading and interpretation at the Friday 
congregation al salat. 


Mahdi “Guide,” “leader,” who appears to restore justice to the 
Jand and begin a new world order. 

Mahr The Arabic for “dowry,” which the groom is required to 
give to his wife at the time of marriage. 


Majlis as-Shura A council of Muslim leaders who consult with 
each other in community matters in the community's best interest, 


Masha'allah Arabic for “May it please Allah.” 

‘Masjid The place of prostration, Where Muslims gather to per- 
form prayer and other community rituals and observances. 

Mecca The city in Arabia to which Muslim pilgrims travel in 
order to fulfill the fifth pillar of Islam. 

Medina A city in Arabia located to the northeast of Mecca, for- 
merly called Yathrib, to which Muhammad migrated in response to 
their leaders’ invitation that he be Prophet and Ruler there, 

Messiah; The anointed one; the anticipated King and deliverer 
of the Jews; also “one wiped clean," i.., anointed (with oil) for a 
role. 

Monotheism The belief or doctrine that there is only one god. 

Moors A Muslim people of mixed Berber ancestry now living 
chiefly in Northern Africa, particularly Morocco. 

Muhammad ibn Abdullah The last prophet in a line that 
includes Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. 
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Muslim One who submits oneself to the will of Allah as estab- 
lished in the Quran. 

Nikkah The act of giving a woman in marriage. The contracted 
marital relationship of Muslim men and women. 

Niyyah One's intention to do a thing whether in obedience or 
disobedience of Allah. 

Pilgrimage Refers to the traveling of Muslims to Mecca in order 
to perform specific rites, at least once in their lives. 

Polygyny The practice of having two or more wives at one time. 

Qur'an “The Recitation,” “the Guidance” from Allah to the 


Prophet Muhammad in fulfilment of Allah's promise/covenant with 
Prophet Abraham; the last revelation to come from Allah. 


Qur'anic Under the influence of or being based in the Quran, 


Ramadan The ninth month of the Islamic calendar in which 
Muslims fast from sunrise to sunset. 


Retentions A phrase commonly used to communicate the collec- 
tion of memories and artifacts that a people have of the culture 
from which they left, as related through literature, behaviors, and 
ritual, 

Riba Usury, any profit from the sale or loan of goods, property, 
or cash money. 

Rosicrucians An international fraternity of religious mysticism 
originating in the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, devoted to 
the iene of religious doctrine to modern life. 


Salaam Becoming safe or secure, being at peace; part of the 
Islamic greeting “As-Salaamu ‘Alaikum”. 

Salah Worship of Allah which Muslims perform five times daily 
in standing, bowing, prostrating, and kneeling postures, and with 
recitation aloud and silently, from the Qur'an. 


Salat Formal Islamic prayer. 


Sawm Self-restraint in the month of Ramadan, commonly 
translated as “fasting.” 


Shahadah The required profession of faith, a fundamental belief 
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in Islam, (“There is no god except Allah and Muhammad is the 
messenger of Allah.”) Announced by each person in order to be 
considered as Muslim. 


Shariah “The way to the watering hole.” Islamic law, which is 
based upon the Quran and the traditions of Muhammad ibn 
Abdullah. 


Shi'a “Party,” “faction.” The party of ‘Ali, who believed that ‘Ali 
should have been the successor to Prophet Muhammad and the 
next leader of the Muslims. 


Sufism The “mystical path” of Islam, derived from the Arabic 
sufi, a student of that path. 


Sunnah The “way.” “path,” or body of traditions of the Prophet 
Muhammad. a 


Tajwid The science of recitation of the Quran. 


Tasawwuf The Arabic term for Sufism, which is the “mystical 
path” of Islam, 


Tauheed The unity of Alah. The concept which means that there 
is no deity except Allah. 


Ummah The community of Muslim believers. 
Wali A friend; relative, protector, 


Worldview The way a person sees her/himself and everythin, 
uber tha her/himeaif a accordance with a dlacplioe or philosopliy, 

X In The Nation of Islam the symbol has a double meaning: 
implying “ex,” it signifies that believers are no longer who they 
were; and as “X_,” it signifies an unknown quality or quantity. 

Zakat The mandated contribution of 2.5 percent from one’s 
earnings (of at least a specified value), computed at the end of the 
lunar year to help meet the financial needs of the ummah. 
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Introduction 


For more information in this area of scholarship, see Allen Austin, 
African Muslims in Antebellum America: A Sourcebook, Clyde Ahmed 
Winters, “Roots and Islam in Slave America,” All-Itrihad Il (October- 
November, 1976), 18-20, and “A Survey of Islam and the African 
Diaspora,” Pan-African Journal 8 (1975), 10-12. 


Chapter 1: The Early Communities 


. Historians of this community say that everywhere Noble Drew Ali 
visited he started a community. 


. The time of the establishment of the Moorish Science Temple was an 
historical era of redefinition of identity and reflection on the continu- 
ing oppression of black people, who were supposed to be accepted as 
American but in effect were still very much slaves. 

. See Peter Lamborn Wilson Sacred Drift: Essays on the Margins of 
Islam (San Francisco: City Lights Books, 1993), 16; "According to 
Drew Ali, blacks are “Asiatics,” specifically Moors, that is, decendants 


= 
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of the biblical Moabites through the Prophetess Ruth, later the inhab- 
itants of Western Africa or Morocco. .. . Going back yet further, he 
believed his ancestors were Canaanites.” 


See Wilson J. Moses, The Wings of Ethiopia: Studies in African 
American Life, Amé jowa State University Press, 1990. Wilson 
examines the possibilities of Islamic retentions as the “African” 
retentions 40 often asserted. 


See Wilson, Sacred Drift 17. Here Wilson asserts, “The hypothesis of a 
Moorish origin for at least some American blacks has been taken up 
by historians inspired by the Golden Age of the Moor, edited by Ivan 
Van Sertima, New Brunswick, N. J: Transaction Publishers, 1993. . 
Soon after 1492 the Spanish were sending black slaves to the New 
World, some of whom are known to have been Moors or Moriscos. 
Some authors have even suggested that Moors and other Africans 
have reached the New World before Columbus. . 
case, clearly Moorish Moslems were among the first 
America.” 


. This information on the Moorish Science Temple's history was 
Muhammad who 


provided al-Ahari, who has researched this commu- 
nity’s history for at least a decade. Mr. Bektashi has recently finished 
writing a text on the Moorish Science Temple in all its stages of devel- 
‘opment, to be published soon, 


Noble Drew Ali, Moorish Literature (no date or place of publicaton), 10, 


‘There were several English translations and commentaries of the 
Qur'an in existence at this time. A. Peeper pre 


1734; Rev. J. M. Lede pistol 5 Peete palace! 
the suras in 1851, According to Yusef Ali, the first Muslim translation 
‘was that of Dr. Muhammad “Abdul Hakim Khan of Patiala in 1905. 
Whether any of these translations were available to African American 
Musa the tum fhe wet cna ela question, a 

que arises ‘one pursues the understandings conceiv- 
able from one of the orientalist translations. 


It has often been stated that members of this community were illiter- 
Heth grin abated hi det Mecano beat pi 
ook into the information used by this community: Noble Drew Ali 
chose some literature over others and some degree of literacy 
was necesary for the compilation of his Circle Seven Koran, the 


1s 


16 
7, 


18. 


Notes 


pamphlet The Koran Questions used by the community, and the initi- 
ation of newspapers. 


). Noble Drew Ali The Holy Koran of the Moorish Science Temple of 


America (1927), P.3. 


|. Wilson, Sacred Drift, p3 


‘One informant related that “on many occasions the City Hall would 
look at I.D, cards and acknowledge that we were not Negroes and per- 
mit us to write Moor in the space for race or ethnicity.” 


}. This information was given in a conversation with Sheik Danny 


Brown-El of the St. Louis temple on 29, October 1993. 


‘The Qur'an clearly indicates three-times-daily prayer in three different 
places. The practice of five-times-daily prayer originates in the tradi- 

tions of Prophet Muhammad ibn Abdullah. The Moorish Science 
Temple is not alone in this adherence, as Ismaili Muslims also pray 
three times daily, 


It is interesting to note here that the information in the texts of the 
Moorish Science Temple share a great deal of similar teachings with 
the literature of the Druze of Syria, When asked, Mr. al-Ahari stated 
that this was not only possible but probable because of the number of 
Druze living in the immediate area. Druze are a community of people 
who call themselves “Islamic” but are not Muslim. For further infor- 
mation on their history, see Robert B. Betts The Druze (New Haven: 
Yale University Press, 1988); Abdallah Najjar, The Druze, trans. Fred 1. 
Massey (American Druze Society, 1973). Many of the ideas in the 
Moorish Science literature are widespread among numerous Shiite 
groups throughout the Muslim world. 


Koran Questions for Moorish Americans, 1. 
Interviews with Ameenah Bey in 1988 and with Brown-El in 1993 
fated this informatie 


‘The last Moorish Science Monitor, according to Peter Lamborn Wilson, 
appeared in 1966, but the journal was revived in 1986, Iti the publi- 
tation of the Moorish Orthodox Church of America which was 


22. 


23, 


24, 


25, 


26. 


2, 


African American Islam 


Wilson, Sacred Drift, 46, 


For a detailed account of the Ahmadiyya Movement, see Yohanan 
Friedman, Prophecy Continuous. Berkeley, CA: University of 
California Press, 1989 


|. Bukhari and Muslim are two of the recognized and accepted collec- 


tions of the sayings and actions of Prophet Muhammad, 


“Missionary” is a term used by the community for those members 
trained to teach the fundamentals of Islam and the history of the 
Ahmadi community. 


‘The door to revelation and prophethood was not closed with the 
Prophet Muhammad. The coming Messiah literally has many of the 
same spiritual qualities of Jesus. Ahmadis believe that Islam and the 
Qur'an are the last religion and revealed scripture, and that 
Muhammad is the last law-bearing prophet. A prophet can come 
after him, but only as a Muslim and servant of Muhammad. For a 
complete discussion of this issue, see Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud 
Ahmad, Introduction t0 the Study of the Holy Qur'an. Surrey, United 
Kingdom: Islam International Publications, 1989. 


See Arthur Fausets Black Gods of the Metropolis (Philadelphia: 
University of Pennsylvania Press, 1944), and R Laurence Moore 
Religious Outsiders, (New York: Oxford University Press, 1986) 


Mirza Bashir-ud-Din Mahmud Ahmad, Introduction to the Study of 
the Holy Qur'an, 434. 


It should be noted here that while some musicians did participate in 
the bebop movement, others (Yusef Lateef, for example) consciously 
did not play with bebop artists and took their music into develop- 
ments that reflected their Islamic spirituality. In many ways these 
men expanded the Islamic influence in American culture in general, 
‘Their names were widely known and used for naming male children. 
‘The influence of these men on American music has not as of yet been 
thoroughly explored. Biographies and autobiographies focus on their 
experiences as musicians and make litte mention of Islam. 


‘This information on musicians was obtained in a conversation with 
Ahmadi historian and Islamic scholar, Oran Makin. 


This information was gathered from letters written by Wali Akram 
complaining that African Americans were not appointed to positions 


29. 


30, 


a. 


2. 


33. 


M 


35, 


Notes 


of leadership, and that was the reason that he and several other black 
‘men were severing their relationship with the community. His sons 
and grandsons have continued the legacy established in this commu- 
nity. As of this writing, this community is still vibrant and possibly 
even growing. Members are very warm and outgoing, providing & 
wealth of historical information. 


Shaykh Dauod, who died in 1984, claimed that his mother was from 
Grenada and that his father was Moroccan. In his early adulthood he 
was an active jazz musician, The Saudi News (1960) quotes his as say 
ing that he converted at least 30,000 AfricanAmericans to Islam prior 
to 1959, 


“This was the first African American community to designate itself as 
“Sunni,” In this context “Sunni” meant the Muslim world in general, 
rather than as in distinction from Shi'ite understandings of the 
Caliphate. 


‘This information was revealed to me in a conversation with Dr. 
Sulayman Nyang about his interview with Khadijah Faisal, the 
‘Shakyh’s wife in the 1980s. 


Sahabiyat is the feminine plural (Arabic) word meaning “female 
group, grouped together, to work for common cause.” Sahabi'yat 
1,4, 150, 


‘The contents of this first edition are an assumption based on the con- 
tents of the second edition, which was published in 1965, 


Members of the First Mosque of Cleveland assert that the First 
Mosque of Pittsburgh is an ‘of the First Mosque of Cleveland, 
Given the wealth of evidence for the claim, I assume it to be true. 
Wali Akram, Imam of the First Mosque of Cleveland kept meticulous 
records of the members of the early community that date back to 
1930. 1am in the process of collecting these records, which list birth 
name, Muslim name, date of entry into the community, and date of 
death. Most of the people were at least forty years old when they 
became Muslim. 


Most of the information on this community comes from two 
sources, Jameela A. Hakim, History of the First Muslim Mosque 
of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (no date or site of publication), and 
the archives of Farid Nu’man, senior researcher of the American 
Muslim Couneil. 
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36, Hakim, History of the First Muslim Mosque of Pittsburgh. 

37. Acconflicting claim arises here. The First Mosque of Pittsburgh claims 
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publications that researchers would 
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Elijah Muhammad; Salaam, a pocket-sized magazine that featured 

Elijah Muhammad's first trip to Mecca and other sppesrance ia 

Detroit and Chicago; and Muhammad Speaks te the Black 
“shallow publication playing on racial feeling... 


46. Alex Haley, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (New York: Ballantine 
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47, Leadership in early African American Muslim communities parallesls 
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dient to the Sufi Master and his guidance, 
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